Multiple complications of propylthiouracil treatment: granulocytopenia, eosinophilia, skin reaction and hepatitis with lymphocyte sensitization.
An association of granulocytopenia, eosinophilia, skin reaction and hepatitis during propylthiouracil (PTU) therapy for thyrotoxicosis in a 47 year old black female is reported. Clinical and biochemical abnormalities disappeared soon after discontinuation of PTU. That the drug was directly responsible for the observed complications is suggested by the clinical course and by in vitro lymphocyte transformation studies. The latter revealed sensitization to PTU during the acute phase of the disease, which was greatly reduced 5 weeks after discontinuation of the drug and was completely absent after 5 months.